C3HD Life Group Study/Discussion Questions
Wednesday May 3, 2023
Acts - From The First Church to Our Church
Scripture references: Acts 8:26-40, Acts 2:37-38

Contemplating The Big Picture - True or False? Part Il
Last week in our study of Acts chapter 8, we saw an example of false faith in Simon the
magician. This week, as the church has been scattered, and as Philip continues to share the
gospel in Samaria, we will examine a gospel encounter that results in true faith. And true faith is
impossible without the Holy Spirit. Let’s dive into this week’s scripture and message!

Into the Message, Into Scripture

. Read Acts 8:26-33, then answer and discuss the following:

- The Holy Spirit leads us to obedience. When we study the scriptures, we simply cannot get
around the fact that Jesus told ALL of His followers to GO. Our faith is never static, because the
resurrection is not a static event. The resurrection is a daily, continual state of being. This is
reflected all throughout the word of God, and here it is again in verse 26. “Philip, get up and
GOr Verse 27: “He got up and went.” God didn’t give Philip an explanation, or a reason. God
had an appointment for Philip that Philip knew nothing about. How could God possibly know that
there was an Ethiopian Eunuch that was reading and studying Isaiah? Because He’s God, that’s
how! He’s God, and we’re not. When He tells us to go, there’s always a reason for it.

- Share with the group a time in which you felt the Holy Spirit tell you to go. Did you
listen? If so, what was the result? If you didn’t go, what was the result?

- In your mind, do you need or want God to give you a reason for His instruction?
Depending on your answer (and in a moment of personal reflection), what does this
speak to your heart about your faith?

- Notice that the Ethiopian needed guidance. What does this highlight (specifically) about
our role in the Great Commission? Discuss.

II. Read Acts 8: 34-35, then discuss:

- The Holy Spirit causes questions in the hearts of unbelievers. Let’s get this picture in our
minds and in our spirits. Philip has been told by God to “go”. He wasn’t given a reason, he
was just told to go. Philip is obedient to God’s instructions, and in so going he just happens to
stumble across a member of the royal court of the Ethiopian Queen named Candace. And the
guy just happens to be studying the prophet Isaiah. And he just happens to be studying
Isaiah’s words about the coming Messiah. Of course, this is ALL completely and totally
coincidental...we know that God had nothing to do with it (sarcasm level 10). It was God who
set it all up, it was God who caused the questions in the heart of the Eunuch, and it was God
who sent Philip to the exact spot at the exact time.

- How important was Philip’s obedience in this encounter? What would have happened
to the Ethiopian if Philip hadn’t gone as God told him to?



- While many in the world are opposed to our faith, there will be many with questions.
Have you ever believed or thought that you aren’t qualified to answer unbelievers’
questions? If so, why is this wrong thinking?

- Notice in verse 35 that the bible makes a point to say that Philip “opened his mouth...
and told him the good news about Jesus.” With this in mind, is it possible for a follower
of Jesus to keep his or her mouth shut about Jesus? Why or why not?

IIl. Read Acts 8:36-40.

- The Holy Spirit leads us to true faith. There is so many wonderful things to think about in
this passage as the Eunuch experiences true, transforming faith in Jesus! He
IMMEDIATELY wanted to be baptized, and he commanded that his chariot stop so he
could be obedient in baptism. | find it infinitely interesting that there’s no mention of the
Eunuch attending a baptism class, having to pray about baptism in order to better
understand it, nor is there any mention of a church pastor running down off the hillside to
baptize the Eunuch in order for it to “be official”. What we are witnessing is the proper
desire of a transformed heart (the Eunuch), and the proper duty of a transformed believer
(Philip baptizing a new believer after leading him to Jesus). Can you say “Great
Commission” anyone?

- Think about Simon last week. The bible says he believed and was baptized, yet his
actions would tell a story of false faith. What do you see specifically in verse 39 that is
different about the Eunuch’s baptism than that of Simon? What does this indicate?

- On Sunday, Brad mentioned Acts 2:37-38 (please read). How does true, authentic faith
lead us to repentance? Why is repentance so important in our discipleship journey?

Carryover Discussion From Last Week’s Study

Last week, we wrote down five characteristics of false faith that God’s word had
revealed. This week, as we have seen what true faith looks like, write down five characteristics
of true faith that we have learned this week. Discuss the differences, and why they are important
to our personal responsibility to carrying out the Great Commission. What areas do you see in
which you can allow God to grow you?
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